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HIGHPOINT MANOR
A BEAUTIFUL WIMBERLEY HILL COUNTRY BED & BREAKFAST TUCKED
INSIDE THIRTY-FIVE PRIVATE ACRES. INCREDIBLE VIEW! HOT TUB &
POOL, PRIVATE COTTAGES, JACUZZIS, HOT TUBS, STAR GAZE, RELAX
& ENJOY! MINUTES TO WIMBERLEY, CANYON LAKE, SAN MARCOS,
SAN ANTONIO & AUSTIN. SPA SERVICES AVAILABLE.

1-866-847-5225
www.highpointmanorinn.com

MARK & BARBARA

CHECK THE COMPETITION
THEN CALL

THE HOLIDAY CRUISE CO.
For the Absolute Best Price and Service

on any cruise to any destination.
Specials from Galveston

Royal Caribbean, Princess and Carnival–
4, 5, & 7 Night Cruises

695-2044
OUTSIDE S.A.

1-800-660-7618

DAY OR NIGHT
7 DAYS A WEEK

BED & BREAKFAST

“GREAT SPECIALS” VACATION PACKAGES TO MEXICO, CENTRO &
SOUTH AMERICA, THE CARIBBEAN AND EUROPE. RESTRICTIONS

APPLY • SUBJECT TO CHANGE • TAXES NOT INCLUDED.

1-888-777-4481
1-888-686-4848
6440 SANDS POINT DR. HOUSTON, TX 77074

MEXICO CITY (Especial) $198
LEON $348
SALVADOR $389
GUATEMALA $370
SAN JOSE, COSTA RICA $379
SANTIAGO DE CHILE $905

PANAMA $389
LIMA $620
SAO PAULO $765
BELIZE $340
BOGOTA $531
BUENOS AIRES $917

737 Austin St.  • (210) 222-8880 1-800-270-0132
www.oktours.com

CHARTER BUS SERVICE AVAILABLE

SAN MIGUEL DE ALLENDE Mar 11, June 3, July 1 $399.00
ZACATECAS June 2, July 28 $325.00
MEXICO CITY March 11, June 24, Aug 05 $399.00
GUADALAJARA April 29, July 1 $399.00
VERA CRUZ June 08, Aug. 03 $529.00
COPPER CANYON June 29, July 27 $695.00
MICHOACAN Mar. 18, July 22 $399.00
NEW YORK & CANADA June 15, July 20   From $950.00
ORLANDO FL June 9, July 14, 28   From $499.00
KINDER OVERNIGHT Jan 7, 14, 21, 28 $45.00
MARKSVILLE TURNAROUND EVERY FRIDAY $20.00

DECEMBER 25, 2006
4 Days & 3 Nights

P.O. Box 1396, Port Aransas, TX 78373
Toll Free: (888) 214-1659 
Phone: (361) 749-1545
Fax: (361) 749-1546

www.BestCoastRentals.com

www.excelsior-travel.com

LAS VEGAS from $244 RENO $259
3 nights hotel & airfare plus tax. ppdbloccp

SUMMER CANCUN, COZUMEL &
VALLARTA NOW OPEN FOR SALE!
VISTA WORLD TRAVEL

210-614-7400/1-800-880-8068

“FREE” KICKAPOO
LUCKY EAGLE CASINO

COUGAR BUS LINES, LTD
CALL ELLIE @

(210) 337-9004 OR
866-734-7376

Email: cougarbusline_209@hotmail.com
TUES, WED, SAT, SUN

CATCH THE COUGAR!

CASINO TIME
KINDER Dec. 26-27, 28-29

KICKAPOO LUCKY EAGLE CASINO
Sat., Sun., Mon., & Wed. - FREE!

COUSHATTA Any Tues, Wed, or Thurs Overnight
Jan. 7-8 COUSHATA Inn $45 per person

$23.99 ppdblocp Group Rate
(210) 381-8803 SOUTH
(210) 381-3019 NORTH
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San Antonio:
LAS VEGAS from......$279.00
RENO from...............$259.00
3 nts htl/air per person dbl occup., plus taxes, subj. to avail.
Wendover, NV Feb. 19 & Feb. 22 3 Nts from $179

4, 5 & 7 Night Cruises
Cruise Packages Available depart from Galveston, TX

Carnival Cruise Oct. 6, 2007 from $349
5 nts includes Port taxes & fees. dbl. occp.

210-738-1022
3934 Fredericksburg Rd. San Antonio, TX 78201

www.luckyacecharters.com

ROUND TRIP MIDWEEK AIRFARES FROM SAN ANTONIO
2006/7 WINTER SPECIALS

All stated airfares include fuel surcharges
MEXICO CITY / MONTERREY 299/199
GUADALAJARA/LEON 279/359
BELIZE 539
GUATEMALA 519
SAN SALVADOR 569
SAN JOSE (COSTA RICA) 519
PANAMA 539
TEGUCIGALPA/S. PEDRO SULA 609/569
PARIS/BRUSSELS 659/549
LONDON/FRANKFURT 489/389
MADRID/AMSTERDAM 549/529
GUAYAQUIL/QUITO 709/709
LIMA 669
BOGOTA/CALI 599/649
LA PAZ/STA. CRUZ 879/879
RIO/SAO PAULO 849/849
BUENOS AIRES/SANTIAGO 959/929
CARACAS/MARACAIBO 529/629

EUROPE: 1/NOV-14/DEC & 8/JAN-31/MAR
MEXICO: 1/NOV - 9/DEC & 15/JAN-31/MAR

LATIN AMERICA: 1/NOV-9/DEC & 15/JAN-31/MAR
RESTRICTIONS APPLY. All fares reflect a 3% cash/check discount.

SUBJECT TO SPACE AVAILABLE - DEPARTURE TAX NOT INCLUDED.

Call INTRATOURS
(800) 334-8069

OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE @
www.intratours.com

CASINOS

CASINOS

CASINOS TRIPS

CRUISES & MORE

CASINOS LATIN AMERICA

LAS VEGAS & MORE

LAS VEGAS

MEXICO

MEXICO AND MORE

TEXAS COAST

AGENT POSITION

♠ KINDER, LA OVERNIGHT ♠

Holiday Inn, $44.95 p.p. dbl. occ. ($23 & cont. bkfst.)
December 20-21, 21-22, 24-25, 27-28, 28-29
Call for Jan/Feb/Mar ‘07 Dates. BOOK NOW!

Kinder, LA Turn-Around Trips
Only $15.00pp Fridays 8pm!

New Year’s in Kinder / T/A $30.00 pp
Texas Treasure Cruise $25.00 pp Sundays
(210) 738-1022 www.luckyacecharters.com

3934 Fredericksburg Rd. 78201 (FREE! SAFE PARKING)

MEXICO & MORE

CASINO TRIPS
WITH

COACH USA

CALL SUNDAY
UNIVERSAL TRAVEL

11am-3pm

LAS VEGAS

$234.00
from San Antonio

3nt hotel & air pp dbl occup

210-599-9118 • 800-460-8392

LAS VEGAS

CRUISES & MORE

+ tax

To Advertise 
In This Guide,
Call Jerry at

(210) 250-2546
Or 1-800-555-1551 x2546
Fax 1-210-250-2565

Or E-Mail  
jsalazar@express-news.net

Tracey’s Travel
Start Making Spring Break Plans Now!
SW $50 OFF SALE! (1/8-5/7)
Las Vegas 2 nt $192 3 nt $254

Cancun 3 nts (E/P) $310 (A/I) $385
4, 5 & 7 Nt. Cruises from Galveston
830-460-0560 866-492-9246

www.1waytogotravel.com
Restrictions apply - subject to change - taxes not included.

LAS VEGAS & MORE

TRAVEL AGENT POSITION
Corporate/Leisure Agent

5 or more years experience
Sabre trained

AJ Travel 490-2400
ask for Sandra

New Year’s in Monterrey DEC. 30
$189

San Miguel de Allende MAR. 9
$469

& monarch butterfly

Spring Break in Monterrey MAR. 10
$189

San Juan/Progreso FEB. 4
$39

1716 S. SAN MARCOS ST.
210.224.5005 - 1.800.553.6928

Lucky Ace Travel
LOWEST PRICES AROUND TOWN!

Tahoe/Reno
Air/Hotel

Casino Shows

NOW TAKING RESERVATIONS 7 DAYS A WEEK

210-738-1022
SE HABLA ESPAÑOL 
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BY KARLA HELD

SPECIAL TO THE EXPRESS-NEWS

OUIDAH, Benin, West Africa
— “Mmmm — interesting,” I
thought when a fellow traveler
informed me of the annual Voo-
doo Festival last January in Be-
nin in West Africa. After revisit-
ing people and places in Senegal,
where I had served as a
Peace Corps volun-
teer 10 years prior, I
had my 90-day tour-
ist visa in hand and
my Dakar-Cotonou
plane ticket booked.
My voodoo adventure
(the locals prefer the
term vodoun) had just begun.

Eventually I found myself at
the home of the chief of the Gan-
bada Sect in Ouidah. I’m led to a
corner of the compound that
serves as the temple. 

Gin is poured on the fetishes,
or objects with magical powers,
while prayers are recited in the
local language of Fon. Next
comes chicken blood from
chicken “sacrificed” seconds ago.
Seeing my reaction, my new-
found friend Andoch explains to
me, through translation from the
chief, that offerings are useful
through their metaphysical prop-
erties to protect man in the world
of the gods. Sacrifice is the funda-
mental condition to live in har-
mony with the voodoo deities.
I’m soon told to take a bite of bit-
ter cola nuts before passing them
around to the other members of
the covenant. Finally it’s time for
a bit of “Fa,” or divination. I am
told there is a snake in my ances-
tor’s path guarding over me, and
that my road is wide open. Not a
bad start. 

Although the practice of ani-
mism and vodoun date back hun-
dreds of years when Benin was
part of the kingdom of Dahomey,
editor and folklorist Donald Co-
sentino suggested that the word

vodoun first appeared in print
during 1658 after the Portuguese
established trading posts
throughout the kingdom. Al-
though vodoun was temporarily
banned when Mathieu Kerekou
led the country through a Marx-
ist regime, the French recom-
mended that Kerekou make con-
stitutional changes. In 1989 a new

constitution was drafted,
Marxism was re-
nounced and democra-
cy restored. Vodoun
was made an official
religion in 1996. 

Ouidah is a center of
the Vodoun religion in

Benin, and perhaps the
world. In 1992 Ouidah held the
first international festival, and by
last year was drawing upward of
10,000 people, with visitors from
Australia, Europe, the U.S., Haiti,
and Brazil returning each year to
attend the festival. The annual
Festival of Vodoun on Jan. 10 has
been declared a national holiday
within the Republic of Benin.
The festival is celebrated
throughout the country.

It’s a feast of color and dancing,
a celebration of ancestors who
are considered intermediaries to
the spiritual worlds. A popular
joke says that in Benin you will
find that among the population
there are 30 percent Christians,
20 percent Muslims and 100 per-
cent Vodoun. So, for those looking
for a truly unique way to spend
the new year, few things are as
strangely fascinating as the voo-
doo festival in Benin.

Karla Held has spent the better
part of the last decade working
and living abroad. Her experi-
ences in West Africa included
living in a hut for two years
while serving in the Peace
Corps in a Pulaar village in
southern Senegal and more re-
cently shooting for EPA (Euro-
pean PhotoPress Agency).

At play in the cradle of voodoo
Annual festival in West Africa celebrates

ancestors with sacrifices, color and dancing.
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PHOTOS BY KARLA HELD/SPECIAL TO THE EXPRESS-NEWS

ABOVE: Hounnon Zanzanzinho, chief of the Ganbada sect of voodoo in Ouidah, sacrifices powder. 
INSET: Bones of various animals that were sacrificed for the voodoo festival are displayed.

ABOVE: Money is placed on a
young woman’s forehead to
signify prosperity for the initi-
ate.
RIGHT: A ’revenant’ gives a
benediction to Andoch Adjovi
during the festival. A reve-
nant is a representation of a
family member who has died. 

TOP, FROM LEFT:
Items in a bowl
mark a divination
session, known as
’Fa’ in the Fon lan-
guage of Benin;
Voudounsi, or the
’followers’ or
’wives’ of voodoo,
dance to the
rhythm of the
drummers; females
prepare to kill a live
chicken with their
teeth as part of an
initiation ceremony;
A Benin girl ob-
serves the festival.

Keyword: Travel
For a multimedia
slide show of the
festival and
extensive resources
for planning your
trip to Benin


