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that I asked for her Web site.
She lightly laughed and said
that if she had a Web site, “too
many people would come.”

I grinned, and thought, “Good
point.” 

The Llano is a far cry from
more crowded rivers such as
the Guadalupe River near New
Braunfels. I liked the fact that I
encountered only one fisher-
man and one other paddler dur-
ing my trips on the Llano this
spring. There were tubers in the
river at South Llano River State
Park, but not on a stretch of the
river southwest of the park. 

“This is for the serious nature
enthusiast and for people who
want to enjoy what Kimble
County is all about,” Marion
said.

Besides the long stretches of
river for quiet kayaking and ca-
noeing, there are miles and
miles of country roads for
mountain biking, and a profu-
sion of birds and wildlife. While
hiking the trails in the state
park, I saw a variety of birds —
my favorite being the painted
bunting — as well as rabbits,
deer and wild turkeys. Red-
eared turtles, soft-shelled turtles
and herons kept me company
on the river. 

Hundreds of natural springs
feed the North and South Llano
rivers, which converge at Junc-
tion; Kimble County lays claim
to having more running water
than anyplace in the state, earn-
ing it the nickname “Land of
Living Waters.” 

South Llano River State Park
offers not only river access and
tubing options, but also miles of
excellent hiking and biking
trails. More than 200 types of
birds can be seen in the park,
while the animals there include
white-tailed deer, squirrels, jack-
rabbits, javelinas, foxes, beavers,
bobcats, cottontails, antelopes
and armadillos. The more ad-
venturous explorer may want to
go farther afield, into Mason
County.

That’s what Justin Rice of
San Antonio recommended: a
six- to seven-mile paddle on the
river south of Mason, from FM
2389 to FM 1723. 

“I like the Llano for its red

sandstone cliffs and rock forma-
tions, its rural/ranch surround-
ings and lack of traffic,” Rice
said. “It’s a wonderful way to
spend a summer afternoon after
barbecued lamb ribs at Cooper’s
in Mason.” Apparently a trip to
Mason isn’t complete without
tasting some of Cooper’s BBQ.

His favorite imagery on the
trip included those red cliffs
punctuated by numerous swal-
low dens; bleached gravel beds
adjacent to pearly green pools;
swallows buzzing the cliffs;
great horned owls in live oak
groves; raccoons and deer at the
river’s edge; and soft-shelled tur-
tles scooting in the shallows.

The perfect summer day trip
for Rice would include a stop
for peaches and ice cream on

Main Street in Fredericksburg;
then on to Mason, about 45 min-
utes away, with barbecue at
Cooper’s and a stroll through
Mason’s quaint downtown; a
paddle on the Llano; then catch-
ing the evening bat emergence
at The Nature Conservancy’s
Eckert James River Bat Cave
Preserve, near Mason (www.
nature.org/wherewework/north
america/states/texas/preserves/

art6022.html).
No matter how ambitious you

are or aren’t during a trip to the
Llano River region, you’ll surely
return home with a clear mind,
a good tan and a desire to re-
turn to the land of living wa-
ters. 

Karla Held, karlaheld@
hotmail.com, is a freelance writer
and photographer based at Can-
yon Lake.

Peace, insight and nature mingle along the Llano River
CONTINUED FROM 1K

A pleasant view of the South Llano River is available along U.S. 377 near Telegraph, which is southwest of
South Llano River State Park on the way into Junction.

PHOTOS BY KARLA HELD/SPECIAL TO THE EXPRESS-NEWS

This stream, along FM 152 near Castell, on the Llano-Mason county line,
is typical of the scenic country along the Llano River.

Tubing at South Llano River State Park is an easy way to get on the riv-
er. You can float in the park or all the way to Junction’s city park.

ABOVE: This is a painted bunting,
one of more than 200 types of
birds you can see in the South Lla-
no River State Park.

LEFT: Turkey tracks can be seen in
the state park. 

BELOW: Rob Marion paddles on
the South Llano River.

Bird-observation blinds are pro-
vided in the park.
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BED & BREAKFAST

HIGHPOINT MANOR
A BEAUTIFUL WIMBERLEY HILL COUNTRY BED & BREAKFAST TUCKED
INSIDE THIRTY-FIVE PRIVATE ACRES. INCREDIBLE VIEW! HOT TUB &
POOL, PRIVATE COTTAGES, JACUZZIS, HOT TUBS, STAR GAZE, RELAX
& ENJOY! MINUTES TO WIMBERLEY, CANYON LAKE, SAN MARCOS,
SAN ANTONIO & AUSTIN. SPA SERVICES AVAILABLE.

1-866-847-5225
www.highpointmanorinn.com

MARK & BARBARA

BRECKENRIDGE

CHILL OUT! IN
BRECKENRIDGE, CO
Cool Days Starry Nights, Low Humidity. 

Call Today! FREE Catalog of Rental Properties, 
Mtn Biking, Hiking, Golf, Rafting & MORE!

Condos: Starting at $79.00 Nightly/$395.00 Weekly
Ski Country Resorts & Sports 800-633-8388

www.Skicountry.com
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LAS VEGAS from ...........$309.00
RENO from....................$329.00
2/3 nts htl/air per person dbl occup., plus taxes, subj. to avail.
“CARNIVAL CRUISES” from Galveston
4, 5 & 7 nite cruises  CALL NOW!!!

WE NOW HAVE EVENING & WEEKEND AGENTS!

210-738-1022
3934 Fredericksburg Rd. San Antonio, TX 78201

www.luckyacecharters.com
Tu Agencia En Español

CRUISES & MORE

CHECK THE COMPETITION
THEN CALL

THE HOLIDAY CRUISE CO.
For the Absolute Best Price and Service

on any cruise to any destination.
Specials from Galveston

Royal Caribbean and Carnival–
4, 5, & 7 Night Cruises

695-2044
OUTSIDE S.A.

1-800-660-7618

DAY OR NIGHT
7 DAYS A WEEK

ESCORTED VACATIONS

HAWAII

LAS VEGAS

♠ KINDER, LA OVERNIGHT ♠
Holiday Inn, $44.95 p.p. dbl. occ. ($23 & cont. bkfst.)

June 18-19, 19-20, 22-23, 25-26, 26-27, 29-30
2 Nite stay at Coushatta Inn 

$84.95 ppdbl. 2008 ($30.00 Cash Back) pp -July 14-16
Kinder, LA Turn-Around Trips

Only $20.00pp Fridays 8pm
L’Auberge du Lac June 22

CALL ANYTIME! WEEKEND & NIGHTS!
(210) 738-1022 www.luckyacecharters.com
3934 Fredericksburg Rd. 78201 (FREE! SAFE PARKING)

CASINOS TRIPS

CASINO TRIPS
WITH

COACH AMERICA

MEXICO & MORE

TEXAS COAST

737 Austin St.  • (210) 222-8880 1-800-270-0132
www.oktours.com

CHARTER BUS SERVICE AVAILABLE

JULY 27, 2008
SAN MIGUEL DE ALLENDE June 22, July 27 $450.00
MONTERREY June 20 $199.00
MEXICO CITY Aug. 3 $450.00
GUADALAJARA Aug. 10 $450.00
COPPER CANYON June 22 $695.00
LAREDO OVERNIGHT Aug. 9, Sept. 13 $99.00
SANTA FE NEW MEXICO Aug. 7 $349.00
LAS VEGAS July 06, 12  Aug. 2, 09, Oct. 11 $239.00
ORLANDO, FL July 27 FROM $525.00
KINDER OVERNIGHT Aug. 03, 10 $49.00
MARKSVILLE TURNAROUND EVERY FRIDAY $20.00

NO PASSPORT NEEDED
MACKINAW FALL HOLIDAY

Oct 1-7. R/T air to Detroit. 6-nts lodging, 10 meals,
Soo Locks, Tahquamenon Falls, Mackinaw Theater,

Mackinac Island, Grand Hotel, Henry Ford
Museum, Greenfield Village, more

$1499pp/ddbl

NO PASSPORT NEEDED
NEW ENGLAND AUTUMN

Oct 9-15. R/T air to Providence, 6-nts lodg-
ing,13 meals, Great little tourist trains through
the New England fall foliage from Maine to

Massachusetts!  $1799pp/ddbl

CASINO TOURS
July 13: CRIPPLE CREEK 6 days . . . . .$379
Sept 09: BEAU RIVAGE BILOXI 4 days $199
www.rockporttours.com
ON-LINE or call 1-888-937-3488

(All prices per person, double occupancy)

“GREAT SPECIALS” VACATION PACKAGES TO MEXICO, CENTRO &
SOUTH AMERICA, THE CARIBBEAN AND EUROPE. RESTRICTIONS

APPLY • SUBJECT TO CHANGE • TAXES NOT INCLUDED.

1-888-777-4481
1-888-686-4848
6440 SANDS POINT DR. HOUSTON, TX 77074

www.excelsior-travel.com
BUENOS AIRES AIR ONLY $608.00
SAO PAULO AIR ONLY $750.00
RIO/BUENOS AIRES 6N PACKAGE $1320.00
BUENOS AIRES 4D/3N (land only) $670.00
PERU 7D/6N (land & tours) $825.00
COSTA RICA Beach & Adventure 6D/5N (land only) $699.00
CHILEAN WINERIES 4D/3N (land only) $709.00

LATIN AMERICA

GREAT VACATIONS
LAS VEGAS from $276

RENO $324      COZUMEL ON SALE FROM $399!!
3nts hotel & air pkg

PANAMA - THE NEW COSTA RICA FROM $969
One Week Pkg - Including Hotels, Air from San Antonio,

Tours, Breakfast

VISTA WORLD TRAVEL
210-614-7400     1-800-880-8068

CASINOS

LEO’S TOURS
COUSHATTA, O/N $45.00 pp/do

July 3-4, 6-7 August 17-18
SAN JUAN-PROGRESSO-June 21 $40.00
KICKAPOO O/N July 22-23 $20.00 pp/do

DELTA DOWNS & L ’AUBERGE July 22-23 $50.00
3661 TALLEY RD. S.A. TX 78253

679-0297   679-0298

The Alamo Travel Group
www.alamotravel.com

Call For Reservations
210-593-0084

HAWAII ON SALE
5 NT Honolulu Pkg. From $777.00
Includes continental breakfast daily and
air fare from San Antonio.

4 NT Waikiki Pkg. From $1,170.00
Includes daily buffet breakfast, Mountain
view room and air from San Antonio.

15 NT Hawaii Cruise From $1,320.00
from San Diego RT does not include taxes
& fuel surcharges.
PRICES ARE BASED ON DOUBLE OCCUPANCY AND ARE
SUBJECT TO CHANGE AND AVAILABILITY. TAXES ARE N0T
INCLUDED.

ESCORTED TOURS

July 8 King Ranch
Aug. 6-10 Chicago & Amish Country
Oct. 13-21 Columbia River - small boat
Oct. 18-23 Autumn in Shenandoah Valley
Vacations Unlimited
4243 Piedras Dr. East #200

210-308-8500
www.ourgrouptours.com

MEXICO

FUNJET VACATION SAVINGS!
Save up to $300 per reservation

to Mexico or the Caribbean!
Ascot Travel
888-379-3003

830-303-3003 (Metro)
www.ascottravel.com
New Braunfels & Seguin

*see website for details and restrictions
We beat internet prices

MEXICO

Monterrey Labor Day Wkn. Aug. 30 $229
Visiting La Virgen del Chorrito

Guadalajara Sept. 26 $549
Zacatecas • San Juan de los Lagos • Tequila

Copper Canyon Only Once a Year Oct. 22 $745
Chihuahua • Town of Creel • Mennonite Town

1716 S. San Marcos St. San Antonio, TX 78207
210.224.5005 • 1.800.553.6928

www.MarisTours.com

SHREVEPORT & BOSSIER
Weekend Overnighters

Hotel / 2 meals / Free Shuttle Service 
Enjoy 5 Casinos

July 18TH/August 15TH

COUSHATTA CASINO RESORT
Enjoy 10 hours of Great Gaming

Departures every Friday 9PM & Saturday 7:30AM
(210) 659-3441

CASINOS

HAWAII SPECIALIST

BLUE HAWAII VACATIONS
HOTELS AND CONDOS

Selling Hawaii for over 13 years. No
booking or service fees. Prices lower than
the big internet Companies Guaranteed.

Your own Hawaii Specialist from booking
to your return home.

Local Agent 800-407-9071
www.blue-hawaii.com/sat

TEXAS COAST

Port Aransas, TX 78373
Toll Free: (888) 214-1659 
Phone: (361) 749-1545

www.BestCoastRentals.com

Make Your Port “A” Plans With

LAS VEGAS

SUNDAY 11-3PM
MON.-SAT. 9-5

UNIVERSAL TRAVEL
LAS VEGAS$240+ TAX
FROM SAN ANTONIO - 3 NT HOTEL &

AIR PP DB OCCUP
210-599-9118 • 800-460-8392

737 Austin St.  San Antonio, Texas 78215  • (210) 222-8880 1-800-270-0132
Website: www.oktours.com   E-mail: service@oktours.com

NEED A CHARTER BUS OR A PACKAGE TOUR?
TO KINDER, LA (CASINOS), ORLANDO, FLORIDA, LAS VEGAS,

SAN MIGUEL DE ALLENDE, COPPER CANYON OR ANY PLACE IN
USA, MEXICO, OR CANADA?

In our NEW!!! Luxurious Motorcoaches
with 52, or 55 passengers seats

... CALL OUR PROFESSIONAL TOUR DIRECTORS TO ASSIST YOU 
ON PLANNING YOUR FUTURE TRIPS!!!

Enjoy

merica
By Motorcoach

Prices are per person, double occupancy, cruise only; port charges are included; gov’t
taxes, are additional, limited availability. Prices shown are min. fares for select depar-
ture dates. Not responsible for any errors or omissions in the cotent of this ad.

Carnival now sails to the Bahamas from Galveston
Hector & Anita Rivera, USAF-Ret

(210)568-1696
For a virtual ship tour, visit www.cruiseone.com/hrivera

OPEN 7 DAYS AND EVENINGS

5 nt. W. Carib. $449
12 nt. 
Mediterranean $1,299

SHIPS REGISTRY BAHAMAS AND PANAMA. 

7 nt.
W. Carib.

$629
CALL YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT CRUISE SPECIALISTS:

CRUISES

DELUXE CRUISES

LOW PRICES
European Cruises

Free Air
12-16 Night Cruises

Starting at $2799/person
Call for Details

West 210.403.5075
North 210.403.5040

800-248-1057

LATIN AMERICA

ROUND TRIP MIDWEEK AIRFARES FROM SAN ANTONIO
2008 SPRING/FALL SPECIALS
All stated airfares include fuel surcharges.

MEXICO: 1/JUNE-30/NOV    CENTRAL AMERICA: 1/JUNE-30/NOV
EUROPE: 4/SEP-29/OCT    SOUTH AMERICA: 1/MAY-20/JUN & 15/AUG-30/NOV

All fares reflect a 3% cash/check discount. RESTRICTIONS APPLY.
SUBJECT TO SPACE AVAILABLE. DEPARTURE TAX NOT INCLUDED.

Call INTRATOURS
(800) 334-8069

OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE @
www.intratours.com

MEXICO CITY / MONTERREY 329/299
CANCUN/MERIDA/P. VALLARTA 349/349/309
GUADALAJARA/LEON 319/339
BELIZE 619
GUATEMALA/SAN SALVADOR 539/639
SAN JOSE (COSTA RICA) 659
PANAMA  Special purchase by June 30 349
TEGUCIGALPA/S. PEDRO SULA 599/409
PARIS/BRUSSELS 829/799
LONDON/FRANKFURT 699/759
MADRID/AMSTERDAM 899/799
GUAYAQUIL/QUITO 799/759
LIMA  Special / regular 638/899
BOGOTA 719
LA PAZ/STA. CRUZ 969/969
RIO/SAO PAULO 799/799
BUENOS AIRES/SANTIAGO 1029/1159
CARACAS/MARACAIBO 769/789

LAS VEGAS & MORE

Non-Stop Las Vegas Pkgs from $329
Cozumel All-Inclusive Packages

3 nts. $329   4 nts. $399   7 nts $694
Carnival Cruises from Galveston

4, 5, and 7 night cruises available
ACCENT TRAVEL   210-494-3553
Per person dbl occup, plus taxes, subj to avail


