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GEO QUIZ

■ Q: Which city is 
farther east, New York 
or Rio de Janeiro? 
(Answer on PAGE J5.)
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     Conquering 

Kilimanjaro

■ Africa’s highest peak 
inspires and intimidates 
as climbers combat 80 mph 
winds, freezing temperatures 
and thin air en route to its 
glacier-crowned summit

By KARISA KING
S A N  A N TO N I O  E X P R E S S - N E WS

M
ount kilimanjaro, 

tanzania —  It was shortly 
after 11 p.m. when we took our 
first nervous steps toward the 
summit of Mount Kilimanjaro 
in freezing darkness.

Eighty mph winds shrieked 
through the base camp and bent our bodies at odd 
angles. Too exhausted to shout over the wind, 
nobody spoke. After just two hours of sleep, and 
gasping for breath in the thin air, we were facing a 
seven-hour near-vertical climb and wondering what 
part of this had sounded like fun.

For the past five days, photographer Lisa Krantz 
and I had hiked through rain forest, moorlands and 
alpine desert to get this far, lured by the chance to 
stand on top of the highest peak in Africa.

At 19,341 feet, Kilimanjaro is one of the tallest 
mountains in the world, a dormant volcano that rises 
alone into the clouds and dominates the plains of 
northeastern Tanzania.

The mountain’s most distinctive feature is its 
white crown of glaciers, which makes it something 
of an anomaly on the equator and adds to its air of 
solitude and mystery. From a distance, its beauty is 
haunting. Up close, it inspires and intimidates.

Of the so-called seven summits — the highest 
Please see KILIMANJARO, Page J4

ZIP IT UP: A food-preparation tent at Shira Camp is zipped up 
to keep the food and supplies dry.

CARRYING A LOAD: A porter is fully loaded as he walks 
from Shira Camp to Barranco Camp on the third day.

CAPTURING THE MOMENT: Climbers pose for photos 
after achieving their goal of reaching Uhuru Peak.

RAIN-FOREST COVER: An umbrella is an essential item 
for climbers going through a rain forest on the first day.

LISA KRANTZ PHOTOS :  S A N  A N TO N I O  E X P R E S S - N E WS

AT THE TOP: After reaching the summit of Mount Kilimanjaro, climbers spend a few moments relishing their accomplishment before beginning the long descent to the lowlands of northeastern Tanzania.

chron.
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FINDING SOLITUDE ON ANOTHER TEXAS 
RIVER: Kayaking on the Nueces is a refreshing 
alternative to a float trip down the Guadalupe: PAGE J3

Sounds from the mountain 
Listen as Kilimanjaro guides sing and share the secret 
to reaching the summit: chron.com/travel/news
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TO L E D O  M US E U M  O F  A R T

MADE OF GLASS: Toledo Museum of Art’s Glass Pavilion houses an extensive collection of glass art. The
building itself is made almost entirely of glass.

PLANNING A VISIT
The Toledo Museum of Art’s
Glass Pavilion is at 2445
Monroe St., just west of the
Ohio city’s downtown
business district and directly
off Interstate 75.

■ Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Tuesdays-Thursdays and
Saturdays; 10 a.m.-10 p.m.
Fridays; 11-a.m.-5 p.m.
Sundays. The museum is
closed Mondays and most
major holidays.

■ Admission: free

■ Information: 800-644-
6862; www.toledo
museum.org

A fragile collection shines in Toledo
■ Ohio museum
features thousands
of glass objects

By EILEEN McCLELLAND
H O U S T O N  C H R O N I C L E

The top beaches, based on
user ratings from Yahoo!
Travel:
1. Myrtle Beach, S.C.
2. Miami
3. Cancún, Mexico
4. Kaanapali (Maui), Hawaii
5. Honolulu
6. San Diego
7. Boracay Island, Philippines
8. Key West, Fla.
9. Sydney
10. Santa Barbara, Calif.

C H I C AG O  T R I B U N E

T O P  1 0

The supersonic Concorde,
which had its last commercial
flights in 2003, might fly again
if a consortium of fans, includ-
ing two former Concorde pilots,
has its way.

The group, Club Concorde,
hopes to gain approval from
Britain’s civil aviation agency
and to raise 10 million to 15 mil-
lion pounds ($20 million to $30
million at $2 to the pound) to
buy a Concorde and refurbish it.

“There is something wrong
when the Spitfire from World
War II is still flown and the Con-
corde is not,” said Paul James,
president of Club Concorde,
which is based in London.
James said the group hoped to

have a Concorde airborne with-
in three years.

“We would like to see it fly
six times a year,” said James, a
former Concorde charterer who
in 1982 paid 55,000 pounds to
charter one of the aircraft to
take a planeful of paying guests
from London to the Egyptian
pyramids and back again in the
same day.

Tickets for any eventual Con-
corde flight would be limited to
Club Concorde members. A life-
time membership in the group
costs about $20; 30,000 people
already have signed up. More
details are at www.club
concorde.co.uk.

N E W  YO R K  T I M E S

LAURENT REBOURS : A S S O C I AT E D  P R E S S

TAKING OFF: An Air France Concorde takes off from Charles de Gaulle
airport in 2001 — two years before the jet was removed from service.

AIR TRAVEL

Fans of the Concorde
want to see it fly again

Is that new movie any good? Find out at chron.com/movies where you can watch

the latest trailers,see which film topped the weekend box office and search for

showtimes by title or theater.Plus,find reviews or write your own in our movies

forum.And don’t forget to see which stars turned out for the latest red-carpet

premieres.That’s entertainment chron.com-style.

Are you ready for today?

chron.com/movies

directed by

KNOWBEFORE
YOUGOand
skip thedebate
overwhich
movie tosee.
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